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Ea rly Ba kke n highwa y im pa c ts  –
de s t ruc t ion o f roa ds  a nd  da nge r

County p a ve d  a nd  unp a ve d  roa ds  a fte r 
e a rly Ba kke n t ruc k a c t ivity

Ca r ra n  a  s top  s ign, h it  by t ruc k, t ruc k 
c a re e ne d  off the  roa d  in to  a  s c hool



Loc a l p rob le m  –
12,0 0 0  t ruc ks  pe r 
da y through town



Loc a l P rob le m  – Fa ta lit ie s  on 
Highwa y 8 5  be twe e n Willis ton 
a nd  Wa t ford  City

During the height of the boom, Highway 85 
between Williston and Watford City was called 
North Dakota’s “most dangerous road.”

This section of road often led the State in traffic 
volumes and fatal accidents 2010-2015



S ta te  s o lut ions  -  Und ivide d  4 -la ne  fo r 
Highwa y 8 5  be twe e n Willis ton a nd  
Wa t fo rd  City



S ta te  s o lut ions  – t ruc k 
bypa s s e s

November 4, 2014
Watford City bypasses finally open
By Amy Robinson
(Mcke nzie  County) Farmer Staff Writer

It was almost eerie in Watford City last Tuesday evening. Almost by magic, nearly a third of the more 
than 12,000 vehicles per day that had been congesting the junction of U.S. Highway 85 and N.D. 23, 
was gone. Gone too, were traffic jams and long lines of vehicles that Watford City residents had 
become accustomed to enduring.
But magic had nothing to do with the vanishing traffic. Instead, it had everything to do with the 
opening of the two long-awaited bypasses around Watford City. And when those two new routes 
officially opened last Tuesday, city officials and residents were thrilled to see some degree of 
normalcy, when it comes to traffic congestion, return to this rapidly growing community.
“It feels like we have our town back,” said (Mayor Brent) Sanford. “For those of us driving within the 
inner-circle of Watford City, it is so nice not having this train of tankers and white pick-up trucks. I 
can’t express how (good) that feels.”



S ta te  s o lut ions  – rounda bouts  
throughout  the  Ba kke n



S ta te  s o lut ions  – 
Highwa y 8 5  e xpa ns ion
to  I-9 4



Highwa y 8 5  4 -la ning . Ne xt  S te ps … 
More  fund ing  a nd  m ore  pa rtne rs  
ne e de d . From  Be lfie ld  ND to  Be lle  
Fourc he  S D… 

Tha nk You
P ort s  to  P la ins !
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